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History 209: Research and Writing in History 
Spring 2012

Marilyn Julius, Instructor
mjulius@stevenson.edu,;  Class website:  http://www.historymj.com/histserv
Office: LRC #114;  Phone: (443) 334-2289
___________________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to History 209: Research and Writing in History.  This semester, you will each undertake a research project related to some aspect of your family history within a social history context.  The course emphasizes the emerging field of digital history -- especially important in the field of public history.  You will learn the technological skills needed to conduct online research and to present research results to an online audience. 
Course Objectives
Here's what you will do in this course: 
· Practice the critical reading and thinking skills used by professional historians, including 
· Recognizing conflicting evidence
· Developing tests of reliability
· Constructing truthful narratives - ones that do justice to actual events (acknowledging, of course, that all historical accounts are biased
 
· Follow an organized research writing process , including 
· Finding, reading, interpreting, and evaluating primary and secondary sources. 
· Creating a worthy argument or thesis. 
· Choosing effective ways to organize and develop material
· Incorporating and documenting sources
· Develop writing skills for addressing a variety of audiences, including 
· Matching writing style and tone to audience and purpose. 
· Writing objectively, clearly, and correctly. 

· Learn technological skills necessary for online presentation of history 
· Using digital software:  WordPress for blogging,  Wikispaces for collaborative writing and editing, Dreamweaver for website development, and Fireworks for image editing.
· Applying the basics of web layout and design
[bookmark: books]Reading
· Steven Mintz and Susan Kellog. Domestic Revolutions. New York: Free Press 1988. (available in bookstore) 
· Patrick Reel, Reading, Writing, and Researching for History: A Guide for College Students(online
· Daniel Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History: A Guide to Gathering, Preserving, and Presenting History on the Web

 
 
	Assignment
	Wt

	I  IN CLASS: 
a. Participation
b. Perfect Postings and Collaborative Writing
c. Research Quizzes
	30%

	II  Research Project 
a. Weekly Research Blog
b. Final Research Narrative 
	40%
25%
15%

	III   Website
a. Content
b. Design 
c. Oral Presentation
	30%
20%
 5%
5%


 Assignment Overview
Following are the requirements for History 209.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. In Class
a. Participation: In this class, participation means both class discussion and efficient use of your online time. You are not participating when you are late or absent or when you are making, ahem, unauthorized use of electronic devices (computers, phone, etc.).

b. Weekly Perfect Paragraphs:  Each week you will write a one page (300 words) response to a chapter Steven Mintz and Susan Kellog's Domestic Revolutions: A Social History of American Family Life.  Generally you will bring a draft of this assignment to class on Thursdays (although sometimes we will spend the part of class time actually  writing these paragraphs).  

The purpose of these assignments is for you to work collaboratively to improve your writing skills and style.  Typically, you will work with a small group to edit and revise your writing, using the class wiki space

c. Research Quizzes/Test: To ensure that you leave this class with decent research skills and knowledge of library and online materials, you will have periodic quizzes on the research techniques you have learned.
II. Research Project
The first of two major assignments for History 209 is a research project designed to help you develop the historian's research and writing skills. It will also provide a platform for the website assignment we will work on during the last third of the semester. 
a. Blog: Weekly Research Reports
During the first half of the semester, you will research your topic and create a blog entry on the results of each week's research. In essence, you are writing your paper as you go along!  

b. Paper: The story of your research 
The paper itself will be much different from the standard history research paper in that you will be writing the story of your research,  a first-person narrative in which you relate what you started out to learn and what you found out along the way. 
III. Web Project
During the last few weeks of the semester, you will re- envision your research material for a public audience. You will work in class to develop a website based on your semester research. 

Please . . . 
Be prepared. 
About reading: Some days we will discuss the reading and go over your reading responses. Or, you might have a brief quiz or write your “perfect paragraph” in class.  CHECK THE WEBSITE NEWS FREQUENTLY. 
About writing: Since much class time will be used for discussion, peer editing, evaluating sources, editing exercises, and peer editing, your attendance is essential! Because drafting is essential to good writing, missing a draft date (that is, not having the draft ready on time) will lower your grade for that assignment by one-half letter. 
About snow: If school is open, I will be in class. Use your own judgment about driving to campus. If the college is closed, please check the News page for updates . 
Be prompt. Turn in all work on time. Grades on late assignments will disappoint you (papers are devalued one letter grade per class period except in the case of documented absences for illness requiring a doctor's visit, a court appearance, a death in the family). 
But wait! You do have one safety valve. One assignment may be turned in one week late. Inclass work may be made up only with a documented excuse: from a physician, hospital, court, or other verifiable documentation. 
Be honest with yourself and with me about your attendance, class preparation, and assignments.
Plagiarism is academic dishonesty. Failure to cite sources for paraphrased or quoted material, submitting someone else's work or misrepresentation of your work will earn a 0 and will result in failure of the course. Minor misuse of sources or incorrect documentation will result in lowered grade for the assignment.
Be open-minded. Expect a lot. Get involved. Be curious. Have fun, too!
[bookmark: evaluation]



Evaluation
You are responsible for meeting the English Department Grading Standards for content, organization, and correctness. The following interpretation of the Grading Standards will apply to your papers.
Content and Organization: What you have to say and how you structure your ideas are, of course, most important. You should be concerned with purpose and audience, arrangement of points, development of content, unity, and coherence.
Style: Writing style--how you say what you say--often separates the excellent from the merely acceptable paper. We will work on writing clear, concise prose for a variety of audiences. 
Correctness: You must be able to write correctly to pass this course. Papers with `A' content/structure should be virtually error-free to receive an `A' grade. Serious errors in sentence construction, grammar, or mechanics seriously devalue a paper.
Julius Grading Policy 
On individual assignments you may receive a numerical or a letter grade. Numerical grades are recorded on a grade book spreadsheet according to the scale below on the left.  Final grades are figured according to the chart below
	SU
	Rounding

	93-100
90-92 
87-89 
83-86
80-82
77-79
73-76
70-72
67-69
60-66
0-59
	A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-
D+
D
F
	92.5-100
89.5-92.4
86.5-89.9 
82.5-86.4
79.5-82.4
76.5-79.4
72.5-76.4
69.5-72.4
67.0-69.4
59.5-66.4
0-59.4
 


	Letter grade
	Numerical equivalent

	A+
A
A-
B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-
D+
D
D-
F
	98
95
92
88
85
82
78
75
72
68
65
62
50


            
 
 
 
 
 
 




Tentative Schedule
 NOTE – Please check the website NEWS page for specific information on each week’s classes. 

	Mod
	Topics
	Due

	1
1-17
	Introduction to course
The Research Project Overview
Create your blog; explore the class wiki
	 

	
	Finding your topic 
Writing research questions
Write your first PParagraph
	Mintz, Epilogue 
Complete "Finding Your Topic" worksheet
Bring 2-3 possible topics - be as specific as possible (type to submit)

	 2
1-24
	Discuss your topics; plan research! 
Reading and notetaking
Beginning secondary research:
Researching background Using SHARC
	Bring your topic!
Bring at least 4 open-ended research questions (both general from a social history perspective and specific to your relative)
 

	
	Write  PParagraph
TBA
	Ch 1: Godly Family, Mintz & Kellogg
Research Prospectus Due (post on Blog and submit typed copy for grading)

	3
1-31
	Finding secondary sources: Ginny Polley
	Research Report #1: Research Report #1

	
	Quiz on secondary research
Conducting an interview
Using Noodlebib
Correct Tuesday's Perfect Paper
	Ch 3: Rise of the Democratic Family, Mintz
Revised Research Questions

	4
2-7
	Brief conferences (10 min) in library
Write  write a PParagraph
	Research Report #2 Due

	
	Finding secondary articles - DatabasesEvaluating websites
Write  PParagraph
Correct PParagraph
	Ch 4: Afro-American Family, Mintz

	5
2-14
	Conferences and Library
	Research Report #3 Due

	
	NO CLASS
	Ch 5: Industrialization, Mintz

	6
2-21
	Quiz on Research
	Research Report #4 Due

	
	Pparagraph
Correct PParagraph
	Ch 6: The Compassionate Family

	7
2-28
	10-15 min. CONFERENCES (MEET IN LIBRARY)Intro to Dreamweaver
	Research Report #5 Due

	
	Pparagraph
TBA
	Ch 7: Great Depression

	8
3-6
	Bring a photo, artifact, or other primary source related to your research to explain in class.
Dreamweaver
	Research Report #6 Due

	
	Pparagraph
Dreamweaver
	Ch 8: WWII Homefront

	[image: ANd9GcQTDCFDuLTmzh1TWNPfsYdJt6F1jZs1pSLrBVjy0hh3w0RA0x3Os9S49I5_]

	9
3-20
	30 minute Draft Review: Conferences in my office
	Research Report #7 Due

	
	More draft conferences in my office
	 

	10
3-27
	DRAFT APPOINTMENTS Peer Review: Bring 3 copies of final paper
	Research Report #8 Due

	
	Writing for the web 
Write  PParagraph
Correct PParagraph
	Ch 9: 50s Golded Age

	114/3
	Webly work
Citing Sources on website
	RESEARCH REPORT DUE

	
	Webly work
	 

	12
4/10
	Webly work
	 

	
	Webly work
	 

	13
4-17
	Work on webs
	 

	
	 Finish websites
	 

	14
4-24
	 Really finish websites
	 

	
	 
	WEBSITES DUE

	15
	Oral presentation of websites


 
 

THE RESEARCH PROJECT
The first of two major assignments for History 209 is a research project designed to help you develop the historian's research and writing skills. It will also provide a platform for the website assignment we will work on during the last third of the semester. 
This main project invites you to satisfy your curiosity about a subject related to your family's history within a social history context -- not genealogy but a scholarly family history in historical context. 
Social history, of course, studies the lives of ordinary people and everyday lives and includes such subtopics as family, childraising, old age, religion, education, health, dress, technology, migration, war, and on. 
Everything in your family history fits into some historical context -- part of the search will be to discover the pattern into which your family stories fit. Your task is to integrate your specific, personal history into the larger social history of the time, analyzing and drawing conclusions about the degree to which your family's story illustrates historical trends. 
From this project you should learn not only something important about your topic but also about the nature of research. Interviews, primary documents, books, the Internet: you'll have plenty of sources for your research.  Your curiosity is the key.
A. TOPICS : But what will you be curious about?
Your topic will concern a place, event, person, or time period related to your family history - perhaps something you have wondered about since childhood or something you really want to know, perhaps to pass on to your own children some day. You need not focus entirely on your family or family member. Rather you can use other sources to find out what life might have been like in the past. 
Are you curious about life in the Great Depression, WWII, the 50s, the 60s, the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam or any historical period or event? Who in your family experienced these times? Does your family's experience parallel trends of the time? 
Here are some ways to get started thinking about your topic:
· Start with the oldest living members of your family. What are their memories of the past? Do these memories make you curious? 
· What do your know about your great-grandparents? Are you curious about what their lives were like? 
· Would you like to know more about the place/town/neighborhood where family members lived at one time? 
· Are you curious about day-to-day family life during the period you have chosen? 
· What occupations have family members had? What was their work like? Would you like to know how their work lives differed from those of today? 
· Did a family member serve in the military during a war? Do you wonder about his or her experiences? 
B. BLOGS:  Weekly Research Reports
During the first half of the semester, you will research your topic and create a blog entry on the results of each week's research. In essence, you are writing your paper as you go along!  
Your first blog entry will serve as the project's prospectus. Please include the following:
· Your topic, your interest in it, your family connection, and what you already know about your topic.  Perhaps 2 – 3  paragraphs. 

· What you want to learn about your topic.  Perhaps one or two paragraphs 

· Most important – a list of  your specific research questions. What burning questions do you want to answer. Why do you want to know?  Spend time on this section for it will   guide your research. 

· Research:   What initial ideas do you have for your research?   Do you have access to family documents, photos, artifacts?  Whom will you interview?  Do you have secondary sources related to your topic or any ideas for books on your topic?  If do, list them. 

·  Questions:  Please list any questions you would like for me to answer about this project.
Subsequent blog entries, reports on each week's work, should be informative and thoughtful -- they are, after all, the content of your research report and. later, your website! Please include full bibliographic information for each source you report on. As you paraphrase or quote, place page numbers in parenthesis. 
· Intro: Begin each blog entry with one paragraph summarizing what you did during the week. Include any of the following: Online web search, interviews, library work, site visits, phone calls, taking notes on reading, description of artifacts or photographs you have located

· Body: Report on what you learned!   The body of your report should be, say, two pages.  Initially, just use informal internal citation -- in other words identify your sources in your writing so that the reader can easily locate them in your alphabetical bibliography. Just place page numbers in parentheses. 

· Conclusion:  In one paragraph, assess your week's work -- was it useful? What research questions did it address? End by explaining what you plan to work on next week.

· Bibliography: Use Noodlebib
NOTE:  These papers should be informative and thoughtful -- they are, after all, the content of your research report and your website! Please include full bibliographic information for each source you report on. As you paraphrase or quote, place page numbers in parenthesis. 
Grading: Each paper counts 3% of your grade. You will be graded on 
· Content: what did you accomplish this week? What did you learn? 
· Development: Since this is a draft of your paper, your weekly paper should be well developed -- at least two pages. 
· Sources: Your souces should be relevant to your project and be correctly documented.
TOPIC EXAMPLES
  Here are examples of paper topics from a similar assignment taught by Dr. Harold D. Tallant, Department of History, Georgetown College.
Immigrants 
· "Germans Against Germans: The Effect of World War II on a German-American Family"
· "The Life of An Immigrant: The Economic Promise of America and the Migration of My Family from Canada"
· "The Adjustment Problems of a Swedish-American Family" 
Wars 
· "My Father, the Vietnam War Draft Resister"
· "The Home Front: The Effect of World War II on Civilians as Seen in the Experience of the Hughes Family"
· "My Father's Experience in the Battle of the Bulge" 
· "The Life of a G.I. in World War II: Perspectives From My Grandfather"
Women in America 
· "My Great-Grandmother in the Woman Suffrage Movement of the Early Twentieth Century"
· "The Changing Role of Women in Twentieth-Century America: Perspectives from my Grandmother's Life"
· "How World War II Changed the Lives of Women: My Grandmother's Experience"
The Sixties 
· "Philip Travis and the Cuban Missile Crisis: My Father's Military Experience"
· "'My Father, the Hippie': The American Counterculture of the 1960s and the Life of Daniel M. Sheets"
· "My Father's Experience in the Detroit Race Riot of 1967" 
· "The March on Washington Movement of 1963, as Remembered by the Groves Family"
Economics and Community Histories 
· "The Great Depression of 1929-39 and its Effect on My Family" 
· "Prohibition-Era Bootlegging and Its Effect on the Growth of Organized Crime: My Family's Experience"

Name ______________________________________________
History 209: Finding Your Topic

1. What historical periods or events are you curious about (e.g., the Great Depression, WWII, the 50s, the 60s, the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, etc) ? Who in your family experienced these times? 






2. What other relevant history topics interest you?




3. Who are the oldest living members of your family?  



Would you be able to interview them?


What do you know about their past lives that makes you curious? 


4. What do your know about your great-grandparents? Are you curious about what their lives were like? 






5. Would you like to know more about the place/town/neighborhood where family members lived at one time? Who and where?




6. What occupations have family members (greats, grandparents, other family members) had? Would you like to know how their work lives differed from those of today? 






7. Did a family member serve in the military during a war? Do you wonder about his or her experiences? 



FREE WRITING:  Spend 10 minutes or so writing about your family background and what interests you or just jot down ideas.
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